Quick-scan bicycle sheds at home 
Goal of activity: 
Explore whether architects could contribute to improving the quality of private bicycle sheds
Description: 

The study consisted of four parts: literature study, telephone survey among residents of two 

Vinex locations near The Hague, interviews with architects and an internet discussion. 

Conducted by:  MuConsult 

Implementation period: January - May 2001 

Background
Spatial policy has a major impact on how we move around. This starts at the front door of our home. If the car is easily accessible while the bicycle is hidden away in a hall or at the back of a shed, the choice is soon made. The project team Korte Ritten (KR) wanted to study whether residents experienced any problems regarding bicycle parking at home and if so, which actors (architects, project developers, municipalities) could improve the situation.
Study results
The study consisted of four parts: 

a. literature study; 

b. interviews with architects; 

c. telephone survey among residents of the Vinex locations Wateringse Veld and Leidschenveen, both in The Hague conglomeration; 

d. internet discussion. 

The results of interviews with architects revealed that they were only involved fairly late in the building process. By this time the limiting conditions had largely been established, so that they were unable to exercise much influence on the place and size of the bicycle shed. The architects felt that the municipality played the biggest role, as it was the municipality which dictated the housing density, sales prices and size of the homes. A project developer and an urban planner were also present from the start. 
During the actual building process, there was very little focus on (bicycle) sheds.

The telephone survey conducted among residents in the two selected Vinex locations, largely living in terraced or linked houses, showed that people were generally satisfied with the bicycle parking situation. Interestingly, the shed was used to store tools, garden furniture and other objects rather than bicycles.  The bicycles were usually left outside or in a shelter. In the selected districts there was very little bicycle theft. The residents were more concerned with the quality of car parking than bicycle parking.
In the internet discussion, it was suggested that architects could contribute to improving the bicycle shed, for example by making them bigger and ensuring that it was easily accessible and burglar-proof. There would be more incentive to cycle if car parking was made more difficult. However, the architect has no influence over this aspect, in contrast to the municipality and urban planner. 

Conclusion 

The study revealed that architects can only contribute marginally to improving bicycle parking at home. Project developers or urban planners play a slightly bigger role, but it is the municipality which has the greatest influence. In the two locations studied, people were generally satisfied with the quality of their bicycle sheds, even if they did use them for other purposes.

MuConsult advised incorporating the term bicycle sheds in new build projects in the Building Decree. This would encourage architects to take bicycles into account when designing the shed. 

A second recommendation made by the research bureau was to harmonise the different types of legislation and quality marks in this field.

Finally, it was recommended that, as the central actor, municipalities should be informed about the available options to improve the quality of the bicycle sheds. 
Follow-up activity 

The main follow-up activity was set in motion by the Fietsersbond (cycling association). In the framework of a campaign against bicycle theft, the Fietsersbond lobbied the Minister of the Interior and Kingdom Relations to incorporate (improved) norms for private bicycle parking facilities in the Building Decree (again). The revised Building Decree, which will probably come into force in January 2003, scrapped the requirement that a bicycle shed accessible from outside should be incorporated in the design of new buildings. The Minister of the Interior agreed to bring this issue to the attention of his colleague at the Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment (VROM) and request him to reconsider. 

Contacts 

Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management - Bert Zinn, tel. 070-351 68 81, fax 070-351 64 13, e-mail: bert.zinn@dgp.minvenw.nl 

MuConsult – Henk van der Veen, tel. 033-465 50 54, e-mail: info@muconsult.nl 
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The Korte Ritten (short journeys) project is aimed at stimulating alternatives to car use on short distances.
Interdepartmental project of the 
Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management, 

Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment, 

Ministry of Economic Affairs. 

